
HOUSE NEWS: 
The four houses of Portchester; Moore, Redgrave, MacArthur and Pele compete on 
various levels and events throughout the academic year. This term there has been a 6 
a side football competition every Friday. 
House Points are given for success in competitions etc and for many other good deeds 
carried out by individual students.  This can range from good homework, class work, 
behaviour and attitude to being generally helpful and thoughtful to others. The results 
of this termôs house point winners will be read out at the Whole School Assembly on 
18th December and trophies awarded. The top 5 students in each Year group will also 
receive main awards individually for House Points, Attendance and A2L. There will 
also be awards for all the team events too. 
Overall Pele have won the first section of our House Points League with 4026 closely 
followed by MacArthur,  Moore and then Redgrave. However MacArthur are leading in 
the football league with successful championships in Years 11, 10 and 7. Moore were 
victorious in Years 9 and 8. For Attitude to Learning (A2L) MacArthur top the table with 
3.4, Pele, Redgrave and then Moore come close behind. In the House Science 
Competition MacArthur's Harry King won the top prize.  
The top 5 students in each year group for A2L and House Points  have already 
received their reward of a football and a day at the Littledown Centre. Each winner was 

able to nominate a friend to join them. Scores have now been 
returned to zero and round 2 has begun. We are also offering 
an Adventure Training Day  for  24 students (3 from each tutor 
group) who consistently meet or show a consistent positive 
effort to achieve the standards set by Portchester School. 
Activities are to include Archery, Pioneering and Initiative 
Challenges. 
Similar prizes will be up for grabs depending on each learner's 
efforts between now and the end of Spring Term. 

MUSIC NEWS 
The Music Department have been busy this term with the following events: 

¶ On 27th November 340 of our students took part in The Big Sing. This was an event  to 

help the UK enter the Guinness Book of Records for the most amount of people 
singing in the country at one time. 

¶ The Christmas Concert (Thursday 18th December @ 7.00 to 9.00pm). This is a festive 

family event with a variety of entertainment in true Portchester style! All Welcome. 
Entrance fee £3 for adults and £1.50 for students and young children. Refreshments 
will be available. 

¶ The Music Departmentôs Trip to Paris during Autumn half term went 
exceptionally well with plenty of fun and laughter.   

¶ As part of our International Day on 19 November ï Noah Messomo, an 

African drummer visited us to deliver an African drumming workshop to 
some of our students. 

¶ The music department are looking for a team of students to lead 

óPortchester Liveô (the school radio station). For more details please go and see Miss 
Morgan or Mr DuBock - be a Portchester DJ and entertain the rest of the school! 

PORTCHESTER SNIPPETS 
 

National Award:  
The School recently gained a national award from the 
Specialist Schools and Academies Trust as one of the most 
improved schools in the country; the award is for an 
improvement of over 15% in the last 3 years for the number 
of learners achieving 5 A*-C grades. We are very proud of 
our students, parents and colleagues! 
 

In November a group of 10 of our students were invited to 
Stourfield Junior School to  lead their House Football Festival 
which involved engaging the entire school of 450 students, staff 
and a celebrity from the TV programme óGladiatorsô. The celeb 
was at Stourfield to have photos  taken with the juniors. It was 
brilliant and we were well received (you might even have seen it 
on Meridian TV). 
 

 Following on from the success of that event; for Christmas, 
Stourfield Junior School have organised a Battle of the Bands 
and the Head Teacher, Emma Rawson, has asked our music 
department to put forward further student leaders to help. 
Portchester is forging as many links as possible with our feeder 
primaries in this way. The students from both schools gain so 
much from it and it has proved to be a great motivator for all 
students. 
 

229 students have so far reached 100% attendance; an 
excellent achievement. Each has been awarded a certificate 
and placed in a draw for further prizes. Students who have 
attendance higher than the national average have also 
received certificates for their Record of Achievement. The 
school, so far this year, has an attendance rate greater than 
the national average; the first time for several years. All this 
is testimony to the excellent work of Ms Vincent and Mrs 
Mitchell. 
 

Treading the boards of fame: Ben Morrison in 7CWE is appearing 
in Peter Pan at the Bournemouth Pavilllion Theatre as Michael. 
 

We have a regular visit from Andrew Collins of the NHS Stop 
Smoking Team. Students are encouraged to attend his 
meetings in the Inclusion Department and his results have 
been very encouraging. Please see Mr Finney for more 
details of Mr Collinsõ next visit schedule. 

SCHOOL FUND DONATIONS  

A huge thank you to all you lovely people 
who donated to Portchesterôs School Fund - 
you have increased the Fund by £905 which 
is slightly better than last year.  
This Fund is used in so many ways to help 
the students and school in the short and long term.  Be 
assured it will be put to very good use over the coming 
year. 
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CoPE Students learn First Aid 
In Years 10 and 11 we have a small number of students who make 
up our CoPE group. CoPE stands for Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness. This certificate offers imaginative ways of accrediting a 
young personôs activities and promotes the development of a wide 
range of personal qualities, abilities and achievements as well as 
introducing them to new challenges and activities. This award is also a qualification 
equivalent to GCSE points. The students had the British Red Cross visited the school 
to deliver Emergency Life Support Training which resulted in a certificate for each 
student. They learnt how to assess dangerous situations including electrocution and 
drowning, how to put a person in the recovery position, administer CPR and how to 
treat cuts, burns and broken bones using bandages and slings. They all passed and 
had a great day. The certificate is valid for 3 years. 

Remembrance Trip 
The English department organised 
a day trip for 46 pupils to visit the 
newly built National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire, which 
is now a major focus for acts of remembrance 
throughout the year. Students visited the 
Millennium Chapel of Remembrance and for a 
small donation, participated in a guided tour of 
the many different memorials within the 
grounds.  Our students placed a poppy wreath 
on behalf of the school on the Armed Forces 
Memorial, which commemorates the 16,000 
servicemen and women who have died since 
the end of the Second World War.  



SCIENCE NEWS 
The Science Department recently took 42 students from year 7 to Monkey World as a reward for working hard in 
Science. They had a wet morning, but in the afternoon the sun came out and so did the monkeys! All the boys had 
a very informative and educational talk from one of the keepers and then plenty of time to explore the park and the 
great ape play area. The next Science reward trip will be in the new year for year 8 students, so keep up all the 
hard work to earn your place! 
In December the year 10's took part in a Drug Education day, where well known Frank Drugs organisation visited 
our School with a double decker bus packed full of activities to help raise pupil awareness of the dangers of drink 
and drug abuse. YADAS (Young Adults Drug & Alcohol Service) also attended. They are  a Multi-agency service 

for Young Adults under the age of 19 years old whose lives are being adversely affected by drugs 
and/or alcohol who live in the Bournemouth or Poole area. The entire year group had the opportunity 
to go onto the bus and speak  to representatives from YADAS and Frank. 

GCSE modular exams in Science start on the 12th of January and revision for these for year 11 is 
on Thursdays (3 - 4pm). The booster sessions for the end of Key Stage 3 Science exam are 
scheduled for Year 9 on Tuesdays commencing in the Spring Term (3- 4pm). 

DRAMA NEWS from Mrs Hunisett: 

¶ Ex Year 11 students, Daniel Stanton-Wright, Stefan Rabbitt, Rob Levy & Alex Keith all auditioned recently in 

London for Britainôs Got Talent, (their highly acclaimed ñBouncersò routine) and the audition went really well. 
They are waiting to hear back regarding the result which should be by February if they have been successful ï so 
fingers crossed. These four lads are now enjoying success at sixth form studying performing arts and Daniel 
Stanton-Wright begins a week long run at the Regentôs Centre, Christchurch performing in Ben Eltonôs ñPopcornò 
- starting next week. Robert Levy is playing Sammy in ñBlood Brothersò in Ferndown on the 16th & 17th 
December. Stefan Rabbitt is performing in ñBugsy Maloneò locally, later in December. 

¶ Rehearsals are underway for next yearôs intake for the National Youth Theatre ï auditions begin in February. I 

have year 11ôs, 10ôs and some Avonbourne girls rehearsing currently and all is going well. 

¶ Some year 10ôs are in pre-production with Paul Kus to create a training video tackling óAnti Bullyingô issues to be 

used in school and across the borough next year.  

¶ Year 10s are rehearsing their performances for the forthcoming Xmas Show on Thursday 18 

December. Show starts at 7.00pm with mince pies and coffee to get the festive spirit going! All 
welcome  - entrance fee: £3 for adults £1.50 for students and young children. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

19 December School finishes at 12.00 noon  
(no buses for return journey)  

 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY:   

MON 22 DEC ï FRI 2 JAN inclusive 
BACK TO SCHOOL - MON 5 JAN 8.20am 

 
SPRING TERM  

12 ï 27 January     Various GCSEôs scheduled 
13 January      PSA Meeting 7.00 pm 
28 January      Yr 11 Parents Evening 3.30ï6.30 
4 February       Yr 8 Parents Evening 3.30ï6.30 
6 February       Quiz Night 7.00 ï 9.00 pm 
13 February      Staff Training Day  
 

SPRING HALF TERM:   
FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY ï FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY INC 

N.B. FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY IS A STAFF TRAINING DAY 
 

ENGLISH NEWS 
25 gifted and talented pupils in year 9 
recently spent two hours in a workshop with 
international best-selling author Beverley 
Naidoo. They learned techniques for 
generating ideas for stories, as well as 
getting the chance to ask Beverley any 
questions they wanted to about her colourful 
life in South Africa during apartheid and her 
profession. All of the boys enjoyed their time 
with the author and some plucked up the 
courage to ask for autographs. Thanks very 
much from the Portchester English 
Department to Sue Wilkinson and the team 
at Avonbourne School who let us get in on 
their act. Much appreciated by English staff 
and boys alike. 

 

 

 

wishes you a happy, 

restful and enjoyable 

Christmas Holiday and 

every success for the 

New Year.  

SCHOOL 

NEWS 

UPDATE 

ART Department News: 
 
Mrs Roberts, Head of Faculty says: 
The art and photography mocks 
went very well, the boys produced 
some outstanding final pieces for their cubism 
and portrait work ï they are looking forward to 
having their grades in January! 
 
The GCSE photography club afterschool on 
Tuesday and Wednesdays has proved 
successful, boys have learnt how to set up a 
shot, expose and develop films, all photos will 
go towards their coursework to boost grades. 
 
The trip to the National Portrait gallery and Tate 
Britain in London for both Art and Photography 
students, to view this yearôs óTurner Prizeô, was 
a great success. Photos will hopefully be in the 
newsletter in the new year. 

AntiðBullying Poster Competition 
Mr Kus, our Relationships Mentor, organised a 
whole school competition for the best student 
design. 
The winners of the above competition are: 
First Prize: An Ipod to Lukasz Izemberg 10SE  
Second Place: £20 voucher to Benjamin 
Puttock 9RF 
Third Place: £10 voucher to Hisan Taaj 10SE 
Prizes are to be awarded during the last week 
of term and their entries are on display in the 
school. 
Keith Mitchell, our Chair of Governors was very 
impressed with the high standard of the entries 
and asks that all students who participated in 
the competition be thanked for their efforts. Mr 
Kus would also like to thank staff for their 
support. 

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
ENCOURAGED...... 
Following on the Anti Bullying theme we 
would like to draw your attention to our 
special email account that both students and 
parents are encouraged to use to report 
bullying incidents and issues in a 
confidential manner. Please feel free to 
email your concerns to: 
bullybox@portchester.bournemouth.sch.uk 

Your email will be dealt with by a small team 
of staff who will log and investigate every 
issue raised. We hope parents will use this 
system as well as telephone and letter. 
 
THE FEEL GOOD FACTOR 
Are you proud of your son? We would 
also like to hear from parents who have a 
story to tell us about their son. It maybe  
about an activity or event they have excelled 
at in or out of school or a good deed or 
selfless act. Whatever it is we want to hear 
about it!  Letôs shout it from the rooftops! 

1st  

2nd  

3rd  


