
Remembrance Trip 
On Monday, 9th November, 40 pupils from all year groups 
visited Ypres in Belgium to commemorate remembrance and 
the passing of the last First World War survivor  
Harry Patch.  After visiting the 
Menin Gate in Ypres and the 
Passchenda le  Memor ia l 
Museum, students laid a poppy 
wreath on behalf of the school 
at Tyne Cot Cemetery, the 
l a r ge s t  Co m mon w ea l th 
war cemetery in the world. 

A BIG Ψ¢I¦a.{ ¦tΩ FOR NEW SCHOOL MEALS SYSTEM 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ψ/ŀǎƘƭŜǎǎ /ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΩ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ tƻǊǘ /ŀŦŞ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ 
flying start!  Students enjoy the novelty of 
swiping their thumb and seeing their name come 
upτvery Mission Impossible! Parents have 
welcomed being able to monitor exactly what 
their son eats and set a daily limit.  All in all a 
huge success!  Check our website for the Port 
Café page showing the menu and keeping you up 
ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ 

Shoe Box Appeal ! ōƛƎ Ψ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΩ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
who took the time to put together a shoebox 
for the appeal recently. The Shoeboxes have 
been collected by the Rotary Club and are being 
sent to underprivileged children in 
Montenegro, Tanzania and Romania.  

tƻǊǘŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ  Open Evening 2009 
On Tuesday September 29th, we held our annual Open Evening. We welcomed prospective parents and 
pupils from Years 5 and 6 of our neighbouring Primary Schools to come and see Portchester in action.  
The key messages of the event were that the school was open, friendly, inspiring and full of 
promise.  .ƻȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ D/{9ΩǎΦ  Heartfelt speeches were prepared by 
staff, current and past students and a parent. All related to the audience the depth of commitment and 
pride in the outcomes of Portchester School. 
 
The evening was busy, buzzy and full of happy smiling faces.  Every aspect of school life was present; 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀΣ tƻǊǘ /ŀŦŜΤ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ 
had  engaging and informative displays of work and teachers enjoyed talking to as many people as 
possible.  Boys were encouraged to participate in a variety of activities from science experiments and 
cookery demonstrations to Indoor rowing and table tennis. 
 
Portchester students volunteered and proved their immense worth and their pride in the school by 
acting as ambassadors, ably assisting and participating in all areas and interacting with the prospective 
parents and pupils. 
 
Feedback was amazing, boys left us with happy, excited faces saying how much they loved it and 
parents had plenty of great things to say.   

Vocational Studies News 
The CoPE (Certificate of 
Personal Effectiveness) 
students have recently 
completed a first aid course 
and have had two successful 
fishing trips and a trip to 
Thorpe Park.  Details and 
photos can be found on the 
school website. 

Parent Support Information Group Meetings at Portchester School 
on  

Thursday 3rd December from 2pmτ3pm, and  
Wednesday 9th December from 9:30amτ10:30am 

Tell us what support you want as parents 
Find out about what help is out there already 
Tell us what you have found helpful so we can do more 

 
For more details contact:  

Lindsay Guttridge,  Parent Support Worker 

tel:  07770 740254 

lindsay.guttridge@bournemouth.gov.uk 

English for EAL Families 

For families wanting English 

Tuition we are holding an  

information evening in the 

School Library on Tuesday, 

12th  January at 6.30pm.  

Students should accompany 

parents to the evening. 

 
Christmas Concert  

 
Tuesday, 15th December  

7.00pm  -  9.00pm  
 

Admission  
            Adults     -  £2.50  

Children  -  £1.50 

CHRISTMAS 09 
NEWSLETTER 
We wish you a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

mailto:lindsay.guttridge@bournemouth.gov.uk


Maths News 
The Happy puzzle company recently gave presentations to years 
7, 8 & 9 over 3 days and a fun time was had by all of the KS3 
Maths classes. 
 
On the 19th October a  Family Puzzle Night was organised by Mr 
Westoby who had a packed library for many families having fun 
working with various puzzles from the company.  
 
The Maths team, led by Mr Westoby, visited the National Code 
Breaking Centre at Bletchley Park in Milton Keynes on the 4th 
November with 33 year 9 students. The day was a great success 
and the students enjoyed the tour of the site and learnt about 
ciphers, codes & The Enigma Machine used in WW2. The visit also 
involved seeing the first ever computer made (Colossus) from 
which the modern day computers & laptops evolved.  

Parental E-Mail  -  We currently 
only have around 50% of 
parental e-mail addresses and 
it would be great if we could 
improve on this. If you have 
yet to supply your details 
please contact the office so we 
may update your records 
accordingly.  Being able to 
contact parents by text or e-
mail will help promote our 
greener schools image and 
save on paper  
too! 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

18 December School finishes at 12.00 noon 
(no buses for return journey) 

 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: 

MON 21 DEC - FRI 1 JAN inclusive 
BACK TO SCHOOL - MON 4 JAN 8.20am 

 
 

SPRING TERM 
5 January PSA Meeting 7.00pm 
8-26 January ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ D/{9Ωǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ 
19 January ¸ŜŀǊ мм tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 9ǾŜ оΦол-6.30pm 
19 January GCSE Certificate Collection 5.00-7.00pm  
5 February School disco 7.00-9.00pm 
9 February Year 8 Parents Evening 3.30-6.30pm 
12 February Staff Training Day  
 
 

SPRING HALF TERM 
FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY-FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY INC 

N.B. FRIDAY 12 FEBRUARY IS A STAFF  TRAINING DAY 

International School Award  
Portchester is now officially an 
International School ς Accreditation has 
been received from the British Council 
regarding our application for 
In ternat ional  School  sta tus. 
 
After a year of gathering and collating 

information with regard to Portchester links abroad with other 
schools, a folder of work was sent to the British Council in 
London for assessment.  On the 3rd September confirmation 
was received in school that the award had been granted.  
Congratulations to Mr Harding & Ms Levy for their hard work. 

Are you a parent involved in leading or running an activity or club?   Portchester school are looking to further our links  

with local clubs.  Students in the school could become an ambassador for a club they attend out of school.  We intend to 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀ Ψ[ƻŎŀƭ /ƭǳōǎ .ƻŀǊŘΩ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ŎƭǳōΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭǳōΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 

of the sessions, get more people, and raise student activity levels.  Interested? Please contact Mr R Goldsmith in PE.   

www.portchester.bournemouth.sch.uk 

Ashley Road Closure 
For further updates you can access details at:  
http://www.gettingabout.info/go.php?page=Motoring&topic=54 

Running Man 
During October half term, PE teacher Ben Smith 
ran the New York Marathon in a time of 4hr 
1min. The money raised will go to Children with 
Leukaemia.  Well done Ben! 

Just a reminderτwhen 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ 

absence please ring the 
dedicated number below 

 

Year 7τ 705050 
Year 8τ 705051 
Year 9τ 705052 
Year 10τ705053 
Year 11τ 705054 

WIN £50 of 

 Vouchers 
Take part in our On-Line Survey  

at: 
www.portchester.bournemouth.sch.uk/survey 

 

PARENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE  

 

 

Science Reward Trip to Thorpe Park 
The Science Department are running a competition for students who revise for their exams using the SAMlearning (Self 
Assessment Method) website. Students in years nine, ten and eleven who log the most revision this year will be eligible 
for a reward trip to Thorpe Park in the summer term. To access SAMlearning students should go to www.samlearning.com 
ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ L5Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōƘтǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ L5Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛȄ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
initials and the password, which is the same unless they have changed it.  Students should ask their science teacher which 
topics would be of most benefit.  A leaderboard will be displayed in the science corridor near the prep room and regularly 
updated. Good Luck! 


