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Mission Statement

&& Our mission is to provide a high level of teaching and
learning for all of our students in a safe, caring and
stimulating environment. We want our students to develop
morally, physically and spiritually so that they leave the
school as mature, rounded and ambitious young adults 33
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21 June 2007
Dear Parents

| am delighted to tell you that our recent Ofsted Inspection has recognised all of the hard work put in place by staff and
governors since our last Inspection in February 2006.

The Inspectors praise the leadership and management of the school: they also praise the behaviour of our students who
they found to be enjoying their lessons and taking a full part in all aspects of the life of the school.

The Inspectors note marked improvements in standards and achievements: they praise the provision made for the personal
development and well being of the students and they describe the care and guidance offered students as good.

The Inspectors also note the improvements in the quality of teaching and learning since the last Inspection and in particular
they praise the monitoring and evaluation that takes place of classroom practice.

The Inspectors celebrated the wide range of out of hours learning that takes place and described it as a strength of the
school. They felt that the curriculum now being developed within the school would provide a range of exciting opportunities
for all of our students and would prepare them for all the challenges of further education and training.

The Inspectors have therefore removed the Notice to Improve placed upon the school and believe that the school has a
capacity for yet further improvement which will ensure that we are able to provide all of our young people with an even
better quality of experience.

All members of the school community: governors, support staff, teaching staff and students: played their part in this
successful Inspection. We look forward to working in partnership with you to achieve even better things!

With best wishes.

‘:m,‘

Chris Bradey
Headteacher
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Portchester School

Inspection report

Unique Reference Number
Local Authority
Inspection number
Inspection dates

Reporting inspector

113869
Bournemouth
295386

6-7 June 2007
Paul Dowaill

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school
School category
Age range of pupils
Gender of pupils
Number on roll
School

Appropriate authority

Chair

Headteacher

Date of previous school inspection

School address

Telephone number
Fax number

Age group 11-16

Modern (non-selective)
Community

11-16

Boys

923

The governing body
Mr Keith Mitchell

Mr Chris Bradey
22-23 February 2006

Harewood Avenue
Bournemouth
BH7 6NZ

01202 309841
01202 399615

Inspection date(s) 6-7 June 2007

Inspection number 295386

Artwork by GCSE Art students



Introduction

The inspection was carried out by four Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

Portchester is an average sized secondary modern school for boys which has had specialist
sports college status since 2004. Most boys come from a White British background. The
proportion of boys with learning difficulties is broadly in line with a national average and the
percentage with a statement of special educational needs is well below average. The school
has experienced considerable difficulties in recruiting and retaining suitably qualified and
experienced teachers in certain subjects.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1l  Outstanding
Grade 2  Good
Grade 3  Satisfactory
Grade 4 Inadequate

January 2007 - Portchester Students were invited to see the Houses of
Parl i ament by Bournemout hds | ocal MP,
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May 2006
Out of Hours Learning - Gardening Club

Overall effectiveness of the school Grade: 3

Portchester is an improving school that now provides its students with a satisfactory
education. In accordance with Section 13 (5) of the Education Act 2005, HMCI is of the
opinion that the school no longer requires significant improvement.

Senior leaders and governors are fully aware of the areas of the school that require = = 3 " a3

i mprovement and are realistic in their eval uafi \ﬁ 1 )|l 6s cur
the previous inspection, they have worked hard to change the culture of the school and i w ' >

place student performance at its centre; they have succeeded in this. Strategies to secure . : :
sustained improvement have been carefully selected and prioritised. Many of these are still in
their infancy but are beginning to have an impact on improving standards and the quality of
teaching and learning. Leadership and management are now good and senior leaders and
governors are driving forward change with sufficient pace. As yet, not all subject leaders are
having enough impact on improving test and examination results.

Studentsé achievement overall is satisfactory. The standards students
and Year 11 are below average and improvement is required, particularly in English and
mat hematics. Teaching and |l earning have improved and are now satisfact

programme of monitoring, support and training has led to a more widespread understanding
amongst teachers of what constitutes effective teaching and learning and is leading to

i mproved practice. The use of assessment data to inform planning so tt
are met and greater consistency in high quality day to day marking still require
i mprovement. The school has introduced a rigorous system to monitor st

performance each half term and now has the information it requires to set challenging
targets. Students are aware of their targets and what they have to do to achieve them. As a
result of this, and better teaching, standards are beginning to improve. The curriculum is
satisfactory and meets the needs of most students. There is good provision for a group of
Key Stage 4 students through the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness, but the range of
other vocational courses is limited.

The personal development and well-being of students is satisfactory overall, although

studentsd understanding of why it is important to be healthy and their
school community are good. This is reflected in the high uptake of out of school activities.

Despite the considerable efforts of the school, attendance remains below average. The care,

support and guidance of students have improved since the previous inspection and are good.

The new developments, such as half termly target setting and in resolving disputes, are

beginning to have a positive impact on students®é personal devel opment

Although not many parents responded to the inspection questionnaire, most of those who

did think the school supports their child well, is approachable, and deals with issues swiftly.

However, a small minority expressed some concerns about behaviour. The school is aware of

both parental and student concerns about behaviour and has recently introduced a new,

positive approach to dealing with misbehaviour which many students value. Due to this and

the school s focus on developing students6é attitudes to | earning, st uc
satisfactory and improving.

The specialist status in sports has had considerable impact in improving physical education
and is beginning to have an influence throughout the school and in the borough. As a
specialist sports college, the school has done well with the limited sports facilities available
and aspects of specialist status are seen as exemplary by the Youth Sports Trust. The school
works well with a range of partners including other schools, the local authority, and bodies
such as Connexions and Young Adults Drug and Alcohol Service (YADAS) to promote
studentbesiy. wel |

The school has made a number of considerable improvements in a short space of time and
all staff are working diligently to ensure that these improvements are embedded and
sustained. The capacity for further improvement is good.



